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August 13, 2008  

California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612  

Dear California Coastal Conservancy:  

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my support for the grant proposal submitted by 
Endangered Habitats Conservancy. These funds can assist in the removal of invasive species and 
Arundo donax in City Heights, a neighborhood in San Diego.  

Although, Swan Canyon is located at the headwaters of Chollas Creek, a sub-area of the Pueblo 
Watershed, its health is crucial to the region. Decades of development and negative human impact 
have rendered the watershed unhealthy for wildlife and people. The creek has been listed by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency as an “impaired” body of water due to high levels of toxicity.  

By restoring these habitats and increasing the diversity of plant communities, the trophic structure 
will shift dramatically, enabling native wildlife to be supported. In addition, Swan Canyon’s location 
at the top of the Chollas Creek Sub-watershed provides an important wildlife corridor. The 
restoration of habitat will also increase the connectivity for wildlife to access other areas of the 
watershed. Native vegetation and habitat restoration are crucial to the establishment of healthy 
canyons and watersheds which benefit the region by improving hydrology and water quality while 
reducing the risk of flooding.  

Aquatic Adventures Science Education Foundation, the organization selected to be the project 
manager, has a history of providing exceptional programs to the residents of the San Diego region. 
This project will provide a unique opportunity for the restoration of vital habitat that has become 
increasingly rare in the San Diego region. I encourage the California Coastal Conservancy to give 
this proposal your highest consideration.  

Thank you for this opportunity to offer my support for this crucial project. Please feel free to 
contact me with questions regarding this or any other state related matter at (619) 645-3090.  

Sincerely,  

S  
Lori Saldaña Assembly Member, 
76

th 

District  

LS:sv  
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THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

COUNCILMEMBER TONI ATKINS
THIRD DISTRICT

August 13,2008

California Coastal Conservancy
Attn: Christopher Kroll
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear California Coastal Conservancy:

I am writing in strong support of the Endangered Habitats Conservancy proposal to the California
Coastal Conservancy to address the problems associated with Swan Canyon in City Heights. The
canyons in City Heights are an enormous resource providing open space, recreational and
educational opportunities, water filtration, wildlife habitat, and rare natural areas within a highly
urbanized community. However, in their current state they are encumbered by a suite of challenges
including run-off, poor water quality, fill and channelization, substantial colonization by invasive
species, occupancy by transient populations, and criminal activity.

Endangered Habitats Conservancy has proposed a collaborative effort to eradicate Arundo donax and
other present invasive species, and restore an additional two acres within Swan Canyon. Currently
there are large stands of Arundo donax, which have overtaken hefty portions of the riparian corridor
in the canyon. The project will integrate: permitting, obtaining property owner participation,
removal and onsite chipping (if possible) of invasive plant material, eight herbicide applications over
four years, revegetation with native riparian and upland plant species, and maintenance over four
years. This project will be used as a pilot project for future work planned in other City Heights
canyons. The opportunity to have these canyons as pristine, natural environments may lead to
exceptional benefits for human health and enjoyment, as well as wildlife and water quality.

We are pleased that Aquatic Adventures Science Education Foundation will act as the project
manager. Our experience in seeing their other projects is that they truly are successful at following
through, creating outcomes, mobilizing volunteers and leveraging resources to reduce costs.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

ncerely,

ONIA;~
Councilmember, Third Council District

RECEIVED
AUG 2 0 2008

COASTALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CALIF.

TA:pi

CITY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING. 202 C STREET. SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 92101

Tel., (619) 236-6633 . Fax (619) 595-1481 . Erna;!, Ton;A,k;ns@sand;ego.gov
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